
NIH R03 General Guidelines 
 

About 

The R03 grant mechanism will support small research projects that can be carried out in a short period 

of time with limited resources. 

Learn more: NIH Small Grant Program (R03) 

Sample Applications: https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications   

 

Helpful Links 

− How to Apply ʹ Application Guide 

− Research Instructions for NIH and Other PHS Agencies 

− Page Limits 

− Format Attachments 

− Use of Hyperlinks in NIH Grant Applications 

− Salary Cap & Stipends 

 

General Information 

*If general/project information, required documents, and page limits are different from the Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO), the NOFO wins. 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r03.htm
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-h/research-forms-h.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/format-and-write/page-limits.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/format-and-write/format-attachments.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-174.html
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/salary-cap-stipends


Uploaded Documents 

*If general/project information, required documents, and page limits are different from the Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO), the NOFO wins. 

Project Information 
Project Summary/Abstract 30 lines of text Required 

Project Narrative 2-3 Sentences Required 
Bibliography & References Cited No page restriction Required, unless otherwise 

noted in the FOA

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm


• Innovation 

• Approach 

Progress Report Publication List No page restriction For renewal applications 
only 

 

Other Research Plan Section 
Vertebrate Animals No page restriction As applicable 

Select Agent Research No page restriction As applicable 

Multiple PD/PI Leadership Plan No page restriction As applicable 

Consortium/Contractual Agreements No page restriction As applicable 
Letters of Support No page restriction As applicable 

As

https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/planning-and-budgeting-for-data-management-and-sharing/writing-a-data-management-and-sharing-plan#after

