
Terms and Conditions for
Student Visa holders

The University of York is pleased to sponsor you as a Student Visa holder. Together we can
work to ensure that we both comply with the rules and regulations set out by UK Visas and
Immigration (UKVI) under the Student Visa route of the United Kingdom’s Points Based
System of Immigration.

This document outlines the responsibilities you will need to follow and the conditions of your
sponsorship on a Student Visa at the University of York.

It also explains the responsibilities of the University of York to the UKVI as a Sponsor of
Student Visa holders.

You are responsible for your immigration status and for ensuring that you comply with the
requirements of your visa. In using the Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) issued
to you by the University of York, you agree to comply with the requirements outlined in this
document. If you fail to comply with these requirements, your permission to stay in the UK
may be withdrawn and your enrolment terminated..

Please remember that your visa has been granted subject to the conditions stated in the
Immigration Rules: Appendix Student.

Please refer to the UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA) for advice on
protecting your Student Visa immigration status.

April 2024

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/appendix-student
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Protecting-your-Student-status




Your CAS and Student Visa

1. To maintain your Student Visa rights in the UK you must continue at all times to meet
the terms and conditions of your visa.

https://evision.york.ac.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX44HuAU6l-29f8M02kB3RGU8bAXBiDLpg7kRTK2AlVmU-Pw/viewform
https://evision.york.ac.uk/
https://evision.york.ac.uk/
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https://evision.york.ac.uk/


21. It is your responsibility to ensure that if your course or research programme changes,
you apply for a new ATAS Clearance Certificate.

22. You will also need to apply for a new ATAS certificate if:

● there are any changes to the course (or research programme or proposal). If
you are studying a research PhD course, this will include changes other than
minor changes to the areas of research or the use of any new research
technique;

● you need a course or research programme extension in order to continue on
your studies;

● you wish to start a new course or research programme that requires ATAS
clearance

● you defer your start date
● you take a leave of absence

23. You will need to upload a copy of your ATAS certificate through evision as soon as it
has been issued to you. You will not be permitted to start your studies without first
providing the University with a valid certificate.

24. If you receive an ATAS refusal you should contact the Immigration Advice Service to
discuss your options. You should not make a further ATAS application until you have
done this.

Under 18’s: upload evidence of your consent to travel

25. If you are under 18 on the date you travel to the UK you must provide a letter from
your parent(s) or legal guardian(s) to show that they consent to you travelling and
studying in the UK. This letter must contain all of the following:

● their relationship to you
● that they consent to your application as a Student Visa holder
● that they consent to your living arrangements in the UK
● if you are applying for entry clearance, that they consent to your independent

travel to the UK
● if one parent (or legal guardian) has legal custody or sole responsibility for

you, the letter must confirm this and be signed by that parent (or legal
guardian). If not, then both parents (or legal guardians) must give their
consent and the letter must be signed by both parents (or legal guardians).

26. You will be required to upload this letter through evision when you arrive in York. For
that reason it is important you bring the letter with you to the UK.

27. At the same time, you will also be asked to provide the name and address details of
a person (over the age of 18) who will act as your guardian in the UK until you reach
the age of 18. Please ensure that you have confirmed who will be able to act as your
guardian before you travel to the UK. . .

Responsibilities: Attenhauie,
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/staff/supporting-students/
https://evision.york.ac.uk/
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/media/abouttheuniversity/supportservices/academicregistry/registryservices/pbis/Recording%20supervision%20meetings%20in%20eVision%20-%20Student.pdf
/media/staffhome/supportingstudents/documents/1.SkillsForge-GettingStarted_Oct2017.pdf
/students/studying/manage/plan/


Change to Course or Research Programme

35. If you are considering changing your course or research programme you must first
speak to your supervisor for academic guidance. Not all course or research
programme changes are allowed under Student Visa regulations, so it is your
responsibility to contact the Immigration Advice Service to check whether your
immigration status will be affected by any proposed change. Some changes may be
allowed but require a new visa application to be made from your home country. You
must make arrangements to apply for a new visa application during the

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX44HuAU6l-29f8M02kB3RGU8bAXBiDLpg7kRTK2AlVmU-Pw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX44HuAU6l-29f8M02kB3RGU8bAXBiDLpg7kRTK2AlVmU-Pw/viewform
https://evision.york.ac.uk/


10 days of issue.
43. Please be aware that switching to a different category will automatically cancel your

Student Visa, even if it has not yet expired. You will no longer be able to use your
Student Visa for travel or to study at the University.

Completing a placement

44. If your course or research programme contains a work or study placement in the UK
or a year abroad that is an integral and assessed part of your course or research
programme, the University of York must report the location and duration of the work
placement to the UKVI.

45. The percentage of work being undertaken must not be more than 33% (exceptions
apply) of the total length of the course or research programme and the University of
York is responsible for ensuring you comply with the terms of your visa throughout
the period of your work placement as your Student visa sponsor.

46. Whilst on placement, you must comply with the Student Academic Engagement and
Wellbeing Policy

Deferring your start date

If you defer the start date of your studies before arriving in the UK:

47. You must still be able to complete your course or research programme within mp etis
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Responsibilities: Withdrawals, interruptions and
repeat study

51. The University must report any student no longer actively studying on their course
or research programme to the UKVI within 10 days of this being recorded on their
Student Record. This includes (but is not limited to) when a student withdraws from
their course or research programme, fails a progression point, takes a leave of
absence, completes their course or research programme earlier than the date
specified on the CAS, or is withdrawn from their course or research programme by
the University, for example because the student is not engaging with their studies.

Your responsibilities:

52. If you are no longer studying at the University we will inform the UKVI of this within
10 days of the date that your student record is updated. The UKVI will cancel your
leave to remain to 60 days from the date you are reported. This means that you
should not continue to use your visa and will not be permitted to remain in the UK
unless you obtain a new Student Visa or switch to a different immigration category. If
you leave the UK during the 60 day period before your visa is cancelled, the UKVI
will cancel it immediately and you will be unable to return to the UK on this visa.

53. If you decide to withdraw from your course or research
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Report a change of circumstances if you have a visa or BRP - GOV.UK

68. If you change study location, go on placement or take a leave of absence, you must
supply your new contact details via evision.

Visa refusals

69. The University must report to the UKVI any CAS which has resulted in a visa refusal
within 10 days of receiving this information

70. The University reserves the right not to issue a CAS to any applicant who has had
their visa refused. This may be necessary if the CAS will not be issued in time for the
start of semester or if documentation cannot be provided to assure the University that
a new visa application is likely to be successful.

71. The University will not issue another CAS where a UKVI credibility interview is failed
and there is no appeal.

You are required to (and what to do next):

72. If you receive a visa application refusal from the UKVI, you must contact the Visa
Compliance Team (student-visa@york.ac.uk) as soon as you are notified, with an
email containing copies of all pages of the refusal notice. You should also contact
the Immigration Advice Service as soon as possible as there are strict deadlines for
submitting a new application or applying for an Administrative Review. The
University will report the visa application refusal to the UKVI, except where you have
indicated that you have the opportunity and intention to submit an Administrative
Review.
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Appendix

To maintain your Student visa you must meet and maintain all the conditions listed above.
Failure to comply with the conditions of your visa is a criminal offence and could result in
your visa being withdrawn.

For further information about your compliance responsibilities please contact the University’s
Visa Compliance Team at student-visa@york.ac.uk.

For advice about your immigration status or conditions of your visa, please contact the
Immigration Advice Service.

For the up-to-date UKVI guidance, please see:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-visas-and-immigration

April 2024
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